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to fear (should the quo warranto succeed against the charter of London) that their own was not a, little in danger.
I stayed at the Manor—where I made all. the prepara-
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tion so ruinous a place was capable of to receive my family, which I designed to bring with me the next time—till July the 3rd. All those days I returned the visits of those that came to see me or to meet me at my coming to town, and kept ti table for all those that did me the fiivour to dine with me during my stay there.
Before my going to York the smiths of ITallmunliiro came to desire my assistance a,s to excusing them from payment of the hearth-dnty for their smiths' forges, which the King's officers began again to demand of them. They said that in my absence they had applied themselves to other justices without success, and were very pressing that I would relieve them as I had formerly done. The truth is, though other gentlemen had declined them, I was satisfied tlmt the, law was for them ; but for me to be active against the. King's officers in (lie matter of his revenue, when others had desisted, 1 feared might, set me ill with the. lords of the Treasury, who might represent it ill to the King. Jlowe.ver, thinking i(, just to help them, I wrote to my Lord Halifax, selling forfh the justice of their cause, and desiring that as (he King's officers had for some years forborne collecting (he. duty upon smiths' forges within that precinct, partly because the law wan not very clear on thai point, and partly out of consideration of their poverty, his lordship would please, to intercede to his Majesty that they might still be excused. I used several other reasons to en force this, as the population it would be to his lordship amongst his countrymen to do no less than my Lord Dauby hud clone, before upon the same occasion ; that.it was better they .should have the. obligation of it to the King than to (lie, justices of (he. peace, who perhaps might at the last be brought to relieve